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JUNE 24, 2020 
HEARING  
SENATE HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT (WITH AMENDMENTS) OF SR 159 
 
URGING THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN CONVENTION TO CONVENE A WORKING GROUP TO DEVELOP 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND STRATEGIES TO CREATE HAWAIIAN NATIONALITY AS A PROTECTED 
CLASS FOR PURPOSES OF HAWAII'S ANTIDISCRIMINATION LAWS. 
 
Aloha Chair Senator Shimabukuro; Vice Chair Kai Kahele and members of the Hawaiian Affairs 
Committee: 
 
Mahalo for having this hearing on SR 159 
 
The Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals has introduced similar resolutions since 2013. We greatly 
appreciate the Senate’s consideration of this very important measure to address the issue of 
discrimination against Hawaiian nationals.  
 
The Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals has three amendments to recommend.  
 
First of all, we are not asking for the State of Hawaii to “create” a new nationality, which it has 
no power or capacity to do. Hawaiian nationality is inherent. It already exists and has existed 
since the founding of the Hawaiian Kingdom by Kamehameha the Great in 1810 when he 
completed the unification of all the Hawaiian Islands. This year marks the 210th Anniversary of 
that historic achievement.  
 
In 1839, King Kamehameha III issued the Hawaiian Kingdom Declaration of Rights, followed by a 
Constitution in 1840 creating a constitutional monarchy. In 1843, the sovereign status of our 
the Hawaiian Kingdom was formally recognized by the thee great powers: the United Kingdom, 
the Kingdom of France and the United States. That status was reinforced by the numerous 
treaties of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation the Hawaiian Kingdom made with sovereign 
states throughout the 19th Century. The Hawaiian Kingdom had diplomatic representation — 
embassies and consulates — in 137 cities around the world. The Hawaiian Kingdom was a 
pioneer in the concept of constitutional monarchy. The Kingdom was fully engaged in 
international discourse and acted decisively in outlawing slavery, declaring neutrality, 
facilitating immigration. The Hawaiian Kingdom was an active participant in the Universal Postal 
Union, which was the predecessor of the League of Nations, which was the predecessor to the 
United Nations.   



 
 
 
Furthermore, the Hawaiian Kingdom was highly involved in international trade, created an 
excellent national education system that produced the highest literacy rate in the world. Iolani 
Palace had indoor toilets and electricity years before the White House.  
 
In other words, the Hawaiian Kingdom was a modern, progressive country fully respected as a 
sovereign state by all the major powers of the world… even the United States of America. 
 
Thus, our first recommendation is to amend the title of the resolution by striking the word 
“CREATE” and replacing it with “RECOGNIZE”. Thus, that portion of the title would read:   
… TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS AND STRATEGIES TO RECOGNIZE HAWAIIAN NATIONALITY 
AS A PROTECTED CLASS… 
 
Secondly,  
We, the subjects (or nationals) of that sovereign Hawaiian Kingdom demand the state stop the 
ongoing, discriminatory abuse of Hawaiian nationals and call upon the state government to 
negotiate a mutual agreement through which Hawaiian nationals can live in peace and security 
in these Hawaiian Islands, our home country.  
 
Therefore, our second recommendation for HR 159 is to amend it by inserting between the 
current paragraphs 7 and 8, the following paragraph: 
 

WHEREAS, in compliance to Federal and State laws prohibiting discrimination on the 
basis of national origin, Hawaiian nationals should not be excluded from or denied services 
that are otherwise provided to persons of other nationalities by the State of Hawaii and the 
counties within the State of Hawaii; and …  

 
 
Thirdly,  
To be consistent with the amended title, the Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals recommends the 
9th paragraph be amended as follows:  

… the Native Hawaiian Convention is urged to convene a working group to develop 
recommendations and strategies to recognize and include Hawaiian nationality as a 
protected class…   

 
The Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals supports in principle HCR 189 / SR 159. Should the 
committee amend HCR 189 as we recommend, the Coalition will fully support these 
resolutions.  
 
Mahalo nui loa, 
Leon Siu, 
Hawaiian National 
Chair of the Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals 
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Kenneth Wagner Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

My Testimony Opposing Measures: SCR 189 / SR 159 

There are already state laws prohibiting discrimination so a resolution protecting Native 
Hawaiians or those who consider themselves Hawaiian nations is unnecessary. 

The only barriers to full participation in public and private would the Hawaiian Nation or 
Hawaiian nations need to be a “protected class” or be protected by any Hawaii Statue if 
they do not consider themselves Americans. 

Where is your data proving Native Hawaiians are suffering from discrimination? Claims 
of illegal acts are just hearsay unless supported by evidence. 

Kenneth Wagner 
Honolulu 
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Deborah Umiamaka Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

.....The suppression of Hawaiian Nationalism by a State policy and practice of 
discrimination should not continue. It makes for an unhealthy society which divides 
people by their loyalties and refuses to accept Hawaiian nationalism as a legitimate part 
of Hawaii today. 

This resolution would be a first step in a long process to bring about needed changes.  

Please support this resolution. 
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Rayne Kauhi Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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kelii ho Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Comments:  

Aloha Representatives of The Citizens of Hawaii, 

I believe the proposed measure would help to build bridges between cultures and 
communities. I see no downside to the creation of such a group. And I see many 
possible opportunities for mutually beneficial understandings and strategies for a better 
future for the people of Hawaii.  
 
Thank you for your time and energy, 

David K. Evett 
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Comments:  

I strongly support the propose bill as majority of all Nationalities are protected which 
should also include Hawaiian Nationals as they are the aboriginal Native Hawaiian 
people first inhabitanting the Hawaiian islands.  

It is well known that Hawaiian Nationals are discriminated with unfair court proceedings 
and longer jail sentences as well as being discriminated from public assistance 
compared to the statics of other nationalities. Hawaiian Nationals should be protected 
therefore I strongly support the propose bill. 

Mahalo 
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Kalaniakea Wilson Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

The Hawaiian Kingdom is already recognized in the international court of justice through 
many treaties with countries around the world.  The Royal Commission of Inquiry is the 
only committee with the expertise required to properly resolve this situation.  Why does 
the Royal Commission of Inquiry not have a seat?  While so many government 
agencies have so many seats.  State of Hawaii agencies should have no seat to resolve 
127 years of injustice, institutional discrimination, institutional racism continuing on 
Hawaiians.  Why canʻt you people see, this is how racism and discrimination are 
inserted into movements of providing Hawaiian justice.  Why donʻt you guys prioritize 
the 1920 Hawaiian Homes Commission act obligation in the State of Hawaii 
constitution?  44,000 waiting on the wait list and dying and all of you are ignoring 
this.  This is "GENOCIDE"!  Stop the attacks on Hawaiianʻs and Hawaiian land.  Your 
founder Sanford B. Dole committed treason and your foundation for the State of Hawaii 
is built upon a foundation of treason and injustice.  I oppose this convention of State 
agency representatives to decide for the people what justice is for us.  I do support 
stopping the continued discrimination on Hawaiian Kingdom subjects. 
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Unity, Equality, Aloha for all

   
  

To:  SENATE COMMITTEE ON HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

For hearing Thursday, June 25, 2020 
 
Re: SR 159 
URGING THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN CONVENTION TO CONVENE A WORKING 
GROUP TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS AND STRATEGIES TO CREATE 
HAWAIIAN NATIONALITY AS A PROTECTED CLASS FOR PURPOSES OF 
HAWAII'S ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LAWS. 

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION

For at least 8 years a fringe group of ethnic Hawaiians have tried to 
get a committee of either the House or Senate to pass a resolution 
recognizing Hawaiian nationals as a separate and distinct population 
residing lawfully in the Hawaiian Islands, and deserving special status 
under civil rights law as a protected group.  Presumably they could 
then use such status as a basis for "standing" to file lawsuits on 
numerous topics for real or trumped-up grievances.  This year's version 
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of the resolution does not seem to directly ask the legislature for 
affirmation of such special status, but would merely put the legislature 
on record as asking a race-focused gathering of an ethnic Hawaiian 
pressure group (the annual "Native Hawaiian Convention") to convene 
a working group to study the topic at taxpayer expense and make 
recommendations for legislation.

This year's version of the resolution thus seems new because it 
requests action from a group outside the legislature; but in reality the 
underlying concept is the same nonsense as before; viz, to affirm that 
there is a category of people who are "Hawaiian nationals" and that 
they have been discriminated against and that they deserve special 
protections and reparations.

In 2018 the resolution was SCR72 "urging the office of elections to 
amend the choice for self-declaration to allow the affiant to identify as 
a person born within the geographic boundaries of what is currently the 
State of Hawai‘i or a descendant of any citizen of the Hawaiian 
kingdom that the United States recognized as a nation prior to 1893." 

In 2015 the resolution was HR45 "Recognizing Hawaiian nationals as a 
population residing lawfully in the Hawaiian islands"

In 2014 it was HR178 and HCR226 "Including Hawaiian nationals as a 
population residing in the Hawaiian islands"

In 2013 it was HR16, HR23, HR40, HR 32, and HCR 50 "Recognizing 
Hawaiian nationals as a population residing lawfully in the Hawaiian 
islands"

Isn't it time to lay this concept to rest?  No less than the Attorney 
General tried to do that in his testimony in 2013.  But the House and 
Senate committees dealing with "Hawaiian affairs" keep bringing it 
back from the dead like the ancient mummy in horror films.
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On March 13, 2013 the House Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, 
& Hawaiian Affairs held a hearing on HCR50/HR32.  Written testimony 
for that hearing in opposition to the resolution was submitted by David 
M. Louie, Hawaii Attorney General; and Charleen M. Aina, Deputy 
Attorney General.  Here is their complete testimony:

"The Department of the Attorney General recommends that this 
resolution be held.  By its title and its principal resolving paragraph, this 
resolution recognizes that Hawaiian Nationals reside lawfully in Hawaii. 
Under the Constitution of the United States, the states of the United 
States do not have jurisdiction to determine whether a person is a 
lawful resident of a state. Determining who is residing lawfully in the 
United States and thus, within a state “is exclusively a federal power.” 
DeCanas v. Bica, 424 U.S. 351, 354 (1976). Accordingly, to prevent 
people from incorrectly concluding that the Legislature of the State of 
Hawaii is empowered to confer lawful resident status on persons who 
are in Hawaii, and to assure that persons who consider themselves to 
be only Hawaiian Nationals do not conclude that they are residing 
lawfully in Hawaii as a result of this resolution adoption, this resolution 
should be held by the Committee."

Since the perpetrators of this nonsense keep bringing it up year after 
year, and the committee chairs keep giving it a hearing, therefore it's 
entirely appropriate to repeat testimony from previous years that shot 
it down.  If committee members choose not to read the testimony 
because it's repetitious, then you have an easy way to avoid being 
troubled -- vote against the resolution this year and tell your 
committee chair never again to hold a hearing on such nonsense.  Now 
get some popcorn, kick off your shoes, and settle in for some dull 
reading.

Actually there are three good things about this resolution worthy of 
noting before we proceed to demolish what's bad about it:
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Good #1:  The best aspect of this resolution is that it acknowledges 
the multiracial character of the Hawaiian Kingdom, which included not 
only ethnic Hawaiians but also Caucasians, ethnic Chinese, and ethnic 
Japanese as subjects of the Kingdom with full voting and property 
rights. People of those races became subjects of the Kingdom either 
through naturalization or also by being born in Hawaii (including 
thousands of Asian babies born on the plantations in Hawaii before the 
Kingdom ended in 1893).  Therefore proposals to create a racially 
exclusionary Hawaiian tribe are contrary to our history, such as the 
Akaka bill (2000-2012, RIP) and the Department of Interior midnight 
regulation 43CFR50 proclaimed in the Federal Register on October 14, 
2016 which took effect on November 14.

Good #2:  Another good aspect of this resolution is that it effectively 
refutes both the U.S. apology resolution PL103-150 and also Hawaii 
Act 195 Session Laws of 2011, to the extent that both of those items 
are addressed exclusively to ethnic Hawaiians. I eagerly await anyone 
who votes for this resolution to also repudiate those other two items 
for that specific reason.

Good #3:  This resolution provides an excellent basis for re-defining the 
terms "Hawaiian" and "Native Hawaiian" and applying those new 
definitions to rectify and make "pono" all the Hawaii laws and 
entitlement programs that are illegally based on race.  A "Hawaiian" 
shall henceforth be defined as any person whose permanent residence 
is in the State of Hawaii.  A "Native Hawaiian" or "native 
Hawaiian" (regardless of capital N or small n) is anyone born in Hawaii 
or descended from anyone born in Hawaii at any time, or descended 
from anyone naturalized as a subject of the Kingdom prior to 1893. 

Now let's review some facts about Hawaii's history that refute the 
underlying assumptions on which this resolution is based.

Hawaii is legitimately and lawfully under the sovereignty of the United 
States. This resolution is deeply flawed because of its failure to 
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acknowledge that the monarchial government was put to an end by the 
Hawaiian revolution of 1893.

The successor government of the Republic of Hawaii was internationally 
recognized de jure (as the lawful government) during the last half of 
1894 by formal letters of recognition personally signed by emperors, 
kings, queens, and presidents of at least 19 nations on 4 continents 
writing in 11 languages, all of whom had previously had diplomatic 
relations with the Kingdom of Hawaii.  The significance of those letters 
is described at
http://tinyurl.com/jtecmvo
Photos of those letters were taken in the Hawaii state archives and can 
be seen at 
https://tinyurl.com/gmdtgmy

Some so-called experts on "international law" will say that the 
sovereignty of a nation does not change merely because the heads of 
government of other nations recognize a change. And indeed, Hawaii 
continued as an independent sovereign nation for five and a half years 
after the revolution of 1893. But what government is recognized as 
having the authority to speak on behalf of all the people of a sovereign 
nation (i.e., the Republic of Hawaii) is decided through the process of 
diplomatic recognition between the heads of those nations.

There was no change in sovereignty of the nation of Hawaii caused by 
the revolution of 1893; but there was a change in the government of 
that nation, and all the other nations who had previously recognized 
the monarchy now recognized the Republic as the lawful government. 
Subjects of the Kingdom of Hawaii now became citizens of the Republic 
of Hawaii without any need to ask for their permission. That's what 
happens after revolutions throughout the world. Nobody asked the 
people of Russia whether they wanted to become citizens under the 
new Bolshevik government after the Tsar was overthrown in 1917. Of 
course there were people in Hawaii who objected to the revolution and 
remained loyal to Liliuokalani, just as there were royalists in Russia 
after 1917. But they lost, and their permission was not needed for 
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them to become governed by their new leaders. Donald Trump became 
President of the United States -- he is President with authority over me 
regardless whether I voted for or approve of him. My permission is not 
required.  People are welcome to invent any fantasy identity they 
choose, based on places that really existed or are wholly imaginary; but 
other people are under no legal or moral obligation to play along.  Once 
there were Hawaiian nationals just as once there were Carthaginians -- 
the places they lived are still there; we may romanticize historical 
events and heroes of the period when they had sovereignty; but their 
descendants no longer owe allegiance to a bygone nation and have no 
rights based on bygone nationality. 

An attempted counterrevolution led by Robert Wilcox in early January 
1895 failed to restore Hawaii's monarchy.

On January 24, 1895 ex-queen Liliuokalani, seeing that the Wilcox 
attempted counterrevolution had failed, signed a five-page letter of 
abdication and a one-page oath of loyalty to the Republic of Hawaii. Six 
witnesses including her longtime trusted personal attorney and her 
cabinet ministers signed a statement certifying that she had freely and 
voluntarily signed in their presence. The documents were also 
notarized. Knowing that at least 19 nations had already recognized the 
Republic of Hawaii, and that the attempted counter-revolution by 
Robert Wilcox had been crushed earlier in the month, Liliuokalani 
decisively ended any hope for the monarchy and pledged her loyalty to 
the Republic. Thus Liliuokalani herself formally recognized the Republic 
-- her abdication and loyalty oath belong among the letters whereby 
heads of government around the world (including Liliuokalani for those 
who believed her position as head of state for the Kingdom of Hawaii 
was still viable) gave de jure recognition to the Republic as the lawful 
government of Hawaii.  Photos of Lili'uokalani's letter of abdication and 
oath of loyalty to the Rpublic, along with notarized affirmations by 
witnesses including her cabinet ministers, are available at
https://tinyurl.com/qt7hv26
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But even if Lili'uokalani had not signed a formal abdication and loyalty 
oath, it would not matter. Very few revolutions throughout the history 
of the world, including in modern times, have ever been followed by a 
formal abdication. In many cases the monarch, dictator, or head of 
state who was overthrown was killed during or soon after the 
revolution without the nicety of signing an abdication. Whether the 
deposed head of state dies without signing an abdication, or continues 
living for many years, his/her government was ended by the revolution 
and he/she does not remain head of state. To say otherwise is absurd. 
During the 19th, 20th, and 21st Centuries, how many monarchs, 
dictators, or presidents in Europe, South America or Africa were 
overthrown? How many of them signed letters of abdication? How 
many of the overthrown dictators continued to be recognized as head 
of state until they died, by their treaty partners or under international 
law? Is Saddam Hussein still the lawful head of Iraq? Is Muammar 
Gaddafi still the lawful head of Libya? The Republic of Hawaii was 
merciful to ex-queen Lili'uokalani.

In 1897 the lawful, internationally recognized government of the 
Republic of Hawaii offered a Treaty of Annexation to the U.S., which 
the U.S. accepted by joint resolution of its Congress in 1898. Following 
the merger Hawaii was no longer an independent nation. All citizens of 
the Republic of Hawaii became citizens of the United States under 
terms explicitly laid out in that treaty whether they wanted to be or 
not. That's how it is when nations merge or borders change.

The government of Hawaii had full authority under international law to 
offer the Treaty of Annexation on behalf of all the people of Hawaii. 
Some Hawaiians today complain about the method used by the U.S. to 
accept Hawaii's offer of a Treaty of Annexation. But it's up to any 
nation, including the U.S., to decide for itself what method it will use to 
finalize a treaty. There are no international laws forcing any nation to 
have a Senate, or to ratify a treaty by a 2/3 vote of it. Certainly 
people in Hawaii (then a foreign nation) who disagreed with the U.S. 
method had no right to tell the U.S. what method it must use; and 
today's history-twister Hawaiian activists have no standing at all on 
that issue.  The only people who were directly injured by avoidance of 
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the 2/3 requirement for Senate ratification of a treaty were the 
Senators who opposed it.  Having suffered injury to their rights as 
Senators, they would have had legal "standing" and could have filed a 
lawsuit with the Supreme Court to nullify the joint resolution of 
annexation, but never did so.  They acquiesced, thereby condoning it.

During the 20th Century the borders of Poland had major changes on 
several occasions. Either through war or through treaties, people in 
parts of Poland suddenly found themselves to be citizens of Germany 
or Russia, and vice versa. The individuals had nothing to say about it. 
Likewise people living in the Saar district along the Rhine River were 
switched from being citizens of Germany to being citizens of France, or 
vice versa.

Contrary to what this resolution says, all persons born in Hawaii since 
1898, regardless of race, are citizens of the United States, not 
nationals of a long-dead nation of Hawaii.  And all citizens of the 
Republic of Hawaii from 1893 through 1898 also became U.S. citizens 
under terms of the Treaty of Annexation.  With Annexation all Hawaii 
nationals became U.S. nationals. There are no more Hawaii nationals 
today, despite the wishes of the diehard deadenders professing loyalty 
to the Hawaiian kingdom.

The clear purpose of this resolution is to begin a process of 
undermining the State of Hawaii, empowering a small group of 
agitators who call the U.S. a colonial oppressor and call Hawaii a "fake 
state."  Any member of the legislature who votes in favor of this 
resolution is violating the oath they took to "support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of 
Hawaii."  Indeed, anyone who signed as introducer or cosponsor of this 
resolution has already violated that oath, and should not be allowed to 
escape opprobrium by saying they are merely complying with the wish 
of a constituent or offering this piece of treason merely as a topic 
worthy of debate. 
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SR-159 
Submitted on: 6/24/2020 6:41:29 PM 
Testimony for HWN on 6/25/2020 12:32:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

k. chun Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a delegate from Moku a Keawe to the Native Hawaiian Convention, I support this 
resolution. 
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Testifier 
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Laameaomaunaala 
Burgess 

Testifying for Hawaiian 
National Transitional 

Authority 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a kanaka maoli I've never identified as American. I was born with no Birth Certificate, 
had no Social Security Card. But when I wanted to go to college, I needed to get these 
things. To get a job, I needed to sign my name as an American; just to get a job! To get 
my license, same thing, to pay my taxes, same thing. As a taxpayer, I am more than 
willing to pay my due for the services I enjoy. I grieve the fact that a portion of my taxes 
gets used to bomb our 'Ä•ina and the ʻÄ•ina of other people, but it's worse still to have 
to claim each year as an American. Lastly, as a Hawaiian National, I have no right to 
vote within the place I was born and raised in. Please, stop the discrimination against 
me. At the very least, allow me to vote! Mahalo.  
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Submitted By Organization 
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n.o. kapaole 
Testifying for KO 

HAWAII PAE AINA 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha nui kakou, 

Every day in the US inc occupied Hawaiian islands, kanaka maoli and Hawaiian 
nationals are denied their basic human rights, violently discriminated on by police and 
judicial system that refuses to recognize Kanaka in their own aboriginal homeland & 
country of origin ( National Origin Discrimination), and forced under durress to 
Assimilate and Americanize. 

Please allow our ohana to move forward together in recognizing the rights, claims, and 
true political status of Hawaiians in the Hawaiian islands, ko Hawaii nei pae aina. 

mahalo nui,  

n.o. kapaole  
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Comments:  



DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF HAWAI‘I 

HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS CAUCUS  

 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF THE INTENT OF 
S.R. 159, URGING THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN CONVENTION TO CONVENE A WORKING GROUP TO 

DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS AND STRATEGIES TO CREATE HAWAIIAN NATIONALITY AS A 
PROTECTED CLASS FOR PURPOSES OF HAWAII’S ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LAWS 

Hearing, Thursday, June 25, 12:30 p.m., Conf Rm 016 
 
Senator Maile S. L. Shimabukuro, Chair 
Senator Kaiali‘i Kahele, Vice Chair 
Committee on Hawaiian Affairs 
 
Aloha,  
 
The Hawaiian Affairs Caucus, Executive Committee, supports the intent of S.R. 159.  Addressing 
the issue of recognizing Hawaiian Nationals whose allegiance to the former Hawaiian Kingdom 
has never wavered is long overdue.  We see no harm in convening a working group to examine 
this issue and to formulate recommended solutions to assure equal treatment and justice of 
Hawaiian Nationals in their homeland.  We note that Hawai‘i is the only state whose 
constitution recognizes a native people’s language, thus, likewise, its unique history of a 
Hawaiian Kingdom whose government was illegally overthrown (recognized in the Apology 
Resolution) provides an opportunity for current day legislators to find ways to acknowledge 
Hawaiian Nationals, the indigenous people of these islands who are recognized as such under 
chapter 10H, Hawaii Revised Statutes.   We recognize this will not be an easy task, but the 
working group proposed by this measure will at least begin the dialogue with solutions on this 
important issue. 
 
The Committee may wish to consider adding the following groups to the working group’s 
membership:  Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs; Ka Lahui Hawai‘i; and the Sovereign Council 
of Hawaiian Homestead Associations (SCHHA).   
 
Respectfully, 
 
/s/ Juanita Brown Kawamoto 
JUANITA BROWN KAWAMOTO 
Chair 
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Stephanie Lauifi Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Henry boothe Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am writing in support of this bill to end the discriminatory allowances currently in place 
that keep those who are Hawaiians from full participation in public and private systems 
promised by law. That is to stop discrimination based on race, sex, religion, age and 
national origin. That is why I feel this bill must be passed. 

Aloha, 

Henry Boothe 
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Brandy-Alia Serikaku Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



Testimony in Support of SCR 189 and SR 159 Urging the Native Hawaiian
Convention to convene a working group to develop recommendations AND
STRATEGIES TO CREATE Hawaiian nationality as a PROTECTED CLASS
FOR PURPOSES OF HAWAII'S ANTI-discrimination LAWS

Aloha members of the Legislature.

Although separated from Hawaii by geographical distance, here in my home in
Portugal due to the Coronavirus world pandemic, so far from the shores ofWaikiki
and the beautiful Manoa Valley where I spent l4 years completing my studies at
the University ofHawaii, my interest is raised by this resolution to terminate the
discriminatory practice against Hawaiian Nationals.

The issues raised in this resolution have very wide ramifications, not only for the
Hawaii society but for the world. Behind the question of discrimination against a
national group, there are questions of colonization and decolonization, of historical
aggression over a hundred years ago resulting in the current possession of a
territory and its people, and issues of equity and rights for indigenous peoples.
Having been not only a student at your University ofHawaii at Manoa for many
years, but being able to observe the various attempts the State Government has
made to address its history of questionable legitimacy in the treatment and taking
of the Hawaiian nation, I see this resolution as a continuation of the pursuit ofpono
from that history.

In 1978 [the year I arrived in Honolulu], out of the Constitutional Convention, the
Office ofHawaiian Affairs was birthed! No other place in the world had
indigenous peoples been given such autonomous rights engrained in a Constitution.
This was a tremendous development for the rights of indigenous peoples. It
showed the maturation of a people slowly becoming empowered to address its own
history and beginning to take corrective actions. This was far in advance of the
ILO and the UN in this field of indigenous peoples’ rights.

But as to the matter of one’s national rights, the situation has lagged. I find it
concerning that the several steps to address this serious matter from the early
l990’s to the present has not resulted in much progress. I refer to the State’s
recognition of the historical injustices against the Hawaiian Nation followed by the
U.S. Congress’ confession in December 1993, and soon after that an effort to
address the issues ofHawaiian sovereignty by the formation of the Sovereignty
Advisory Commission, the Hawaiian Sovereignty Advisory Council, the Hawaiian
Sovereignty Elections Commission, followed by the Native Hawaiian Vote and the
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formation of the Native Hawaiian Convention. But then, everything came to an
abrupt halt!

On the one hand, tremendous advances have been taken to support the rights of
native Hawaiians from an indigenous people perspective. OHA is exhibit A.
However, no progress seem to have been made as regards the Hawaiian Nationals,
which includes not only the Native Hawaiians as indigenous peoples, but the
people who have also been members of the Hawaiian nation, either as citizens or as
subjects to that Constitutional Monarchy. Those national rights go beyond
indigenous peoples’ rights. Discrimination against those Hawaiian Nationals is a
travesty to the very concept of a just or pono society.

Discrimination against Hawaiian Nationals is unjustified. Their Constitutional
Monarchy Government has been overthrown through acts of aggression committed
by a combination of the govermnent of the United States and a rebellion force from
within Hawaii, but whose support: came from non-other than a foreign power, the
U.S.A., through the conspiracy of the U.S. Minister Plenipotentiary John L.
Stevens. Those are factual events of history to which even the United States has
confessed, both by President Grover Cleveland’s address to the joint houses of
Congress on 18 Dec 1893, and the United States Congress passing and President
William R. Clinton signing the Apology Resolution into Public Law 103-150 in
1993. The United Nations General Assembly has already declared that such
aggression cannot today result in the legitimate possession of territory taken by
such a foreign force. (See General Assembly Resolution 3314 (XXIX), Definition
ofAggression) The Hawaiian Nationals assertion of their nationality is well
grounded and should be respected.

There is no act taken by the Hawaiian Monarchy or by the Hawaiian Nationals in
which they consented to having their nationality changed from Hawaiian Nationals
to U.S. Citizens. The laws of the United States which declared that Hawaiian
citizens were to be changed to U.S. Citizens by the Organic Act were a violation to
the basic rights of a person. The Universal Declaration ofHuman Rights declares
that no person’s nationality may be arbitrarily removed or another nationality
imposed (Article 15). Yet this is what has been attempted against the Hawaiian
Nationals. The Hawaiian Nationals’ assertion of their nationality is well grounded
and should be respected.

In 1946 [the year I was born], the United States submitted Hawaii to the list on
non-self governing territories under Article 73 of the U.N. Charter, obligating the
U.S. to bring about self-governance to the people of the territory ofHawaii.
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Thirteen years later, in 1959, the U.S. posed a question to its U.S. citizens in
Hawaii, including many of its military, whether Hawaii should be “immediately
admitted to the Union ofthe United States ofAmerica The balloting question
provided for a yes or no choice. Those U.S. citizens who voted did so
overwhelmingly for Statehood. The U.S. reported its results to the UN General
Assembly and Hawaii was taken off the list of countries for self-determination.

But upon further inspection and reflection on the events which took place in
Hawaii, we find that there were a number of violations to that “sacred trust” under
which the U.S. accepted its duty to bring about self-governance to the people of
this territory.

First, the proper people who were to be given the choice ofHawaii’s future were
the residents of the territory whose rights of self-determination had been taken.
These are the Hawaiian Nationals, not the transmigrated U.S. citizens into the
territory! Indeed, the Statehood vote determined by the U.S. Congress allowed
only U.S. citizens to vote in that referendum, including U.S. military personnel
stationed in Hawaii. They were not the “proper” people to have decided the
question of incorporating Hawaii into the union of States.

Further inspection also discloses that the “statehood” question was not a
legitimate question. The options which were to be given to a people under
colonization should have been three:

1) Integration
2) Free Association, or
3) Independence

The ballot question, however, posed the question, “Shall Hawaii immediately be
admitted into the Union as a State?” Sec. 7 (b)(l0) PUB L 86-3, 73 STAT 4. The
standards for a people’s exercise of self-determination in a decolonization situation
were not followed. A Yes or a No vote to that ballot question resulted in the
outcome of integration ofHawaii within the U.S., either as a State or remaining a
territory (colony) of the United States. Free Association or Independence never
appeared as options on that ballot!

These are historical injustices clearly evident to all persons who should take the
time and effort to look into this question. While the judicial and political
mechanisms in Hawaii have not yet advanced to the position of recognizing a
remedy for the question of self-determination, the inherent rights of the Hawaiian
Nationals remain valid. Discrimination against such Hawaiian Nationals and their

3



marginalization from the overall Hawaiian society are merely added injury to their
wounded civil and human rights.

The International Community is becoming ever more aware of the situation of the
Hawaiian Nationals and the present questioned legitimacy of the United States,
especially in light of the Apology Resolution, the UN Declaration on the Definition
of Aggression, and the recent opinion of the International Court of Justice with
regards to the Legal Consequences of the Separation of the Chagos Archipelago
from Mauritius in 1965 of 25 February 2019 and the obligations of decolonization
under the Charter of the United Nations.

Additionally, it seems, the people ofHawaii are doubly charged with the obligation
not only to abide by principles of international law but especially by its
undertaking the obligation under its ancestral motto:

“Ua Mau ke Ea o ka ‘A_1'na i ka Pono ” (The life ofthe land is perpetuated in
righteousness)

Aloha no

Antonio Carlos da Silva Rosa, M.A. antonio@transcend.org
Porto/Portugal -—Off1ce: +351 226 O01 219 -—Cellular/WhatsApp: +351 914 945
965

Antonio Carlos da Silva Rosa, born 1946, is founder-editor ofthe pioneering
Peace Journalism website, TRANSCEND Media Service- TMS (from 2008), an
assistant to Prof Johan Galtung, Secretary ofthe International Board ofthe
TRANSCEND Networkfor Peace Development Environment, and recipient of the
Psychologistsfor Social Responsibility ’s 201 7Anthony J. Marsella Pi'zefor the
Psychology ofPeace and Social Justice. He completed the required courseworkfor
a Ph.D. in Political Science-Peace Studies (I994), has a Masters in Political
Science-International Relations (I990), and a B.A. in Communication (1988) from
the University ofHawa1' ’i.
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6/25/2020 Yahoo Mail - Fwd: SR 159

Fwd: SR 159

From: Sen. |\/laile Shimabukuro (senshimabul<uro@capitol.hawaii.gov)

To; maileshimabukuro@yahoo.com
Date: Thursday, June 25, 2020, 12:08 PM HST

Aloha ,

Senator Maile Shimabukuro
District 21
(Kalaeloa, Honokai Hale, K0 Olina, Nanakuli, Ma‘ili, Wai‘anae, Makaha, Makua)
State Capitol, Room 222
415 South Beretania Street
Honolulu, Hl 96813
808-586-7793 phone
808-586-7797 facsimile
maileshimabukuro@yahoo.com
Facebook: Like Me
Twitter: @Senl\/laile
Blog: Qtjp://21maile.com
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Poka Laenui <plaenui@hawaiianperspectives.org>
Date: June 22, 2020 at 9:21:02 PM HST
To: "Sen. Maile Shimabukuro" <senshimabukuro@capitol.hawaii.gov>
Subject: SR 159

Aloha Senator Shimabukuro:

I am sending a short note to members of your committee with the following:
Knowing how busy you are, l am using this method as the least time-consuming to ask you to support
Senate Resolution 159 to stop the discrimination against Hawaiian Nationals.

For Hawaiian Nationals, it seems wherever we turn, we are prevented from engaging in social, financial,
civil and legal activities because of our allegiance to an ideal of pono. We can't breath the fresh and free
air of liberty and justice for all. We can't vote and are thereby devalued. And that only begins the
downward spiral of human rights. This resolution calls for a measured process of addressing this
important matter. Please support it.

l have already submitted an extended testimony in support of this measure.

Aloha

Poka Laenui (Hawaiian National)



Center for Hawaiian Sovereignty Studies                       
46-255 Kahuhipa St. Suite 1205                               

Kane'ohe, HI 96744                                                         
(808) 247-7942 

Kenneth R. Conklin, Ph.D. Executive Director                         
e-mail Ken_Conklin@yahoo.com                                     

Unity, Equality, Aloha for all

   
  

To:  SENATE COMMITTEE ON HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS

For hearing Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
 
Re: SCR 189 / SR 159 
URGING THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN CONVENTION TO CONVENE A WORKING 
GROUP TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS AND STRATEGIES TO CREATE 
HAWAIIAN NATIONALITY AS A PROTECTED CLASS FOR PURPOSES OF 
HAWAII'S ANTI-DISCRIMINATION LAWS. 

TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION

For at least 8 years a fringe group of ethnic Hawaiians have tried to 
get a committee of either the House or Senate to pass a resolution 
recognizing Hawaiian nationals as a separate and distinct population 
residing lawfully in the Hawaiian Islands, and deserving special status 
under civil rights law as a protected group.  Presumably they could 
then use such status as a basis for "standing" to file lawsuits on 
numerous topics for real or trumped-up grievances.  This year's version 
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of the resolution does not seem to directly ask the legislature for 
affirmation of such special status, but would merely put the legislature 
on record as asking a race-focused gathering of an ethnic Hawaiian 
pressure group (the annual "Native Hawaiian Convention") to convene 
a working group to study the topic at taxpayer expense and make 
recommendations for legislation.

This year's version of the resolution thus seems new because it 
requests action from a group outside the legislature; but in reality the 
underlying concept is the same nonsense as before; viz, to affirm that 
there is a category of people who are "Hawaiian nationals" and that 
they have been discriminated against and that they deserve special 
protections and reparations.

In 2018 the resolution was SCR72 "urging the office of elections to 
amend the choice for self-declaration to allow the affiant to identify as 
a person born within the geographic boundaries of what is currently the 
State of Hawai‘i or a descendant of any citizen of the Hawaiian 
kingdom that the United States recognized as a nation prior to 1893." 

In 2015 the resolution was HR45 "Recognizing Hawaiian nationals as a 
population residing lawfully in the Hawaiian islands"

In 2014 it was HR178 and HCR226 "Including Hawaiian nationals as a 
population residing in the Hawaiian islands"

In 2013 it was HR16, HR23, HR40, HR 32, and HCR 50 "Recognizing 
Hawaiian nationals as a population residing lawfully in the Hawaiian 
islands"

Isn't it time to lay this concept to rest?  No less than the Attorney 
General tried to do that in his testimony in 2013.  But the House and 
Senate committees dealing with "Hawaiian affairs" keep bringing it 
back from the dead like the ancient mummy in horror films.

SCR189/SR159 Page  �  of �2 8 Conklin Sen HWN 03/17/20



On March 13, 2013 the House Committee on Ocean, Marine Resources, 
& Hawaiian Affairs held a hearing on HCR50/HR32.  Written testimony 
for that hearing in opposition to the resolution was submitted by David 
M. Louie, Hawaii Attorney General; and Charleen M. Aina, Deputy 
Attorney General.  Here is their complete testimony:

"The Department of the Attorney General recommends that this 
resolution be held.  By its title and its principal resolving paragraph, this 
resolution recognizes that Hawaiian Nationals reside lawfully in Hawaii. 
Under the Constitution of the United States, the states of the United 
States do not have jurisdiction to determine whether a person is a 
lawful resident of a state. Determining who is residing lawfully in the 
United States and thus, within a state “is exclusively a federal power.” 
DeCanas v. Bica, 424 U.S. 351, 354 (1976). Accordingly, to prevent 
people from incorrectly concluding that the Legislature of the State of 
Hawaii is empowered to confer lawful resident status on persons who 
are in Hawaii, and to assure that persons who consider themselves to 
be only Hawaiian Nationals do not conclude that they are residing 
lawfully in Hawaii as a result of this resolution adoption, this resolution 
should be held by the Committee."

Since the perpetrators of this nonsense keep bringing it up year after 
year, and the committee chairs keep giving it a hearing, therefore it's 
entirely appropriate to repeat testimony from previous years that shot 
it down.  If committee members choose not to read the testimony 
because it's repetitious, then you have an easy way to avoid being 
troubled -- vote against the resolution this year and tell your 
committee chair never again to hold a hearing on such nonsense.  Now 
get some popcorn, kick off your shoes, and settle in for some dull 
reading.

Actually there are three good things about this resolution worthy of 
noting before we proceed to demolish what's bad about it:
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Good #1:  The best aspect of this resolution is that it acknowledges 
the multiracial character of the Hawaiian Kingdom, which included not 
only ethnic Hawaiians but also Caucasians, ethnic Chinese, and ethnic 
Japanese as subjects of the Kingdom with full voting and property 
rights. People of those races became subjects of the Kingdom either 
through naturalization or also by being born in Hawaii (including 
thousands of Asian babies born on the plantations in Hawaii before the 
Kingdom ended in 1893).  Therefore proposals to create a racially 
exclusionary Hawaiian tribe are contrary to our history, such as the 
Akaka bill (2000-2012, RIP) and the Department of Interior midnight 
regulation 43CFR50 proclaimed in the Federal Register on October 14, 
2016 which took effect on November 14.

Good #2:  Another good aspect of this resolution is that it effectively 
refutes both the U.S. apology resolution PL103-150 and also Hawaii 
Act 195 Session Laws of 2011, to the extent that both of those items 
are addressed exclusively to ethnic Hawaiians. I eagerly await anyone 
who votes for this resolution to also repudiate those other two items 
for that specific reason.

Good #3:  This resolution provides an excellent basis for re-defining the 
terms "Hawaiian" and "Native Hawaiian" and applying those new 
definitions to rectify and make "pono" all the Hawaii laws and 
entitlement programs that are illegally based on race.  A "Hawaiian" 
shall henceforth be defined as any person whose permanent residence 
is in the State of Hawaii.  A "Native Hawaiian" or "native 
Hawaiian" (regardless of capital N or small n) is anyone born in Hawaii 
or descended from anyone born in Hawaii at any time, or descended 
from anyone naturalized as a subject of the Kingdom prior to 1893. 

Now let's review some facts about Hawaii's history that refute the 
underlying assumptions on which this resolution is based.

Hawaii is legitimately and lawfully under the sovereignty of the United 
States. This resolution is deeply flawed because of its failure to 
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acknowledge that the monarchial government was put to an end by the 
Hawaiian revolution of 1893.

The successor government of the Republic of Hawaii was internationally 
recognized de jure (as the lawful government) during the last half of 
1894 by formal letters of recognition personally signed by emperors, 
kings, queens, and presidents of at least 19 nations on 4 continents 
writing in 11 languages, all of whom had previously had diplomatic 
relations with the Kingdom of Hawaii.  The significance of those letters 
is described at
http://tinyurl.com/jtecmvo
Photos of those letters were taken in the Hawaii state archives and can 
be seen at 
https://tinyurl.com/gmdtgmy

Some so-called experts on "international law" will say that the 
sovereignty of a nation does not change merely because the heads of 
government of other nations recognize a change. And indeed, Hawaii 
continued as an independent sovereign nation for five and a half years 
after the revolution of 1893. But what government is recognized as 
having the authority to speak on behalf of all the people of a sovereign 
nation (i.e., the Republic of Hawaii) is decided through the process of 
diplomatic recognition between the heads of those nations.

There was no change in sovereignty of the nation of Hawaii caused by 
the revolution of 1893; but there was a change in the government of 
that nation, and all the other nations who had previously recognized 
the monarchy now recognized the Republic as the lawful government. 
Subjects of the Kingdom of Hawaii now became citizens of the Republic 
of Hawaii without any need to ask for their permission. That's what 
happens after revolutions throughout the world. Nobody asked the 
people of Russia whether they wanted to become citizens under the 
new Bolshevik government after the Tsar was overthrown in 1917. Of 
course there were people in Hawaii who objected to the revolution and 
remained loyal to Liliuokalani, just as there were royalists in Russia 
after 1917. But they lost, and their permission was not needed for 
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them to become governed by their new leaders. Donald Trump became 
President of the United States -- he is President with authority over me 
regardless whether I voted for or approve of him. My permission is not 

required.  People are welcome to invent any fantasy identity they 
choose, based on places that really existed or are wholly imaginary; but 
other people are under no legal or moral obligation to play along.  Once 
there were Hawaiian nationals just as once there were Carthaginians -- 
the places they lived are still there; we may romanticize historical 
events and heroes of the period when they had sovereignty; but their 
descendants no longer owe allegiance to a bygone nation and have no 
rights based on bygone nationality. 

An attempted counterrevolution led by Robert Wilcox in early January 
1895 failed to restore Hawaii's monarchy.

On January 24, 1895 ex-queen Liliuokalani, seeing that the Wilcox 
attempted counterrevolution had failed, signed a five-page letter of 
abdication and a one-page oath of loyalty to the Republic of Hawaii. Six 
witnesses including her longtime trusted personal attorney and her 
cabinet ministers signed a statement certifying that she had freely and 
voluntarily signed in their presence. The documents were also 
notarized. Knowing that at least 19 nations had already recognized the 
Republic of Hawaii, and that the attempted counter-revolution by 
Robert Wilcox had been crushed earlier in the month, Liliuokalani 
decisively ended any hope for the monarchy and pledged her loyalty to 
the Republic. Thus Liliuokalani herself formally recognized the Republic 
-- her abdication and loyalty oath belong among the letters whereby 
heads of government around the world (including Liliuokalani for those 
who believed her position as head of state for the Kingdom of Hawaii 
was still viable) gave de jure recognition to the Republic as the lawful 
government of Hawaii.  Photos of Lili'uokalani's letter of abdication and 
oath of loyalty to the Rpublic, along with notarized affirmations by 
witnesses including her cabinet ministers, are available at
https://tinyurl.com/qt7hv26
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But even if Lili'uokalani had not signed a formal abdication and loyalty 
oath, it would not matter. Very few revolutions throughout the history 
of the world, including in modern times, have ever been followed by a 
formal abdication. In many cases the monarch, dictator, or head of 
state who was overthrown was killed during or soon after the 
revolution without the nicety of signing an abdication. Whether the 
deposed head of state dies without signing an abdication, or continues 
living for many years, his/her government was ended by the revolution 
and he/she does not remain head of state. To say otherwise is absurd. 
During the 19th, 20th, and 21st Centuries, how many monarchs, 
dictators, or presidents in Europe, South America or Africa were 
overthrown? How many of them signed letters of abdication? How 
many of the overthrown dictators continued to be recognized as head 
of state until they died, by their treaty partners or under international 
law? Is Saddam Hussein still the lawful head of Iraq? Is Muammar 
Gaddafi still the lawful head of Libya? The Republic of Hawaii was 
merciful to ex-queen Lili'uokalani.

In 1897 the lawful, internationally recognized government of the 
Republic of Hawaii offered a Treaty of Annexation to the U.S., which 
the U.S. accepted by joint resolution of its Congress in 1898. Following 
the merger Hawaii was no longer an independent nation. All citizens of 
the Republic of Hawaii became citizens of the United States under 
terms explicitly laid out in that treaty whether they wanted to be or 
not. That's how it is when nations merge or borders change.

The government of Hawaii had full authority under international law to 
offer the Treaty of Annexation on behalf of all the people of Hawaii. 
Some Hawaiians today complain about the method used by the U.S. to 
accept Hawaii's offer of a Treaty of Annexation. But it's up to any 
nation, including the U.S., to decide for itself what method it will use to 
finalize a treaty. There are no international laws forcing any nation to 
have a Senate, or to ratify a treaty by a 2/3 vote of it. Certainly 
people in Hawaii (then a foreign nation) who disagreed with the U.S. 
method had no right to tell the U.S. what method it must use; and 
today's history-twister Hawaiian activists have no standing at all on 
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that issue.  The only people who were directly injured by avoidance of 
the 2/3 requirement for Senate ratification of a treaty were the 
Senators who opposed it.  Having suffered injury to their rights as 
Senators, they would have had legal "standing" and could have filed a 
lawsuit with the Supreme Court to nullify the joint resolution of 
annexation, but never did so.

During the 20th Century the borders of Poland had major changes on 
several occasions. Either through war or through treaties, people in 
parts of Poland suddenly found themselves to be citizens of Germany 
or Russia, and vice versa. The individuals had nothing to say about it. 
Likewise people living in the Saar district along the Rhine River were 
switched from being citizens of Germany to being citizens of France, or 
vice versa.

Contrary to what this resolution says, all persons born in Hawaii since 
1898, regardless of race, are citizens of the United States, not 
nationals of a long-dead nation of Hawaii.  And all citizens of the 
Republic of Hawaii from 1893 through 1898 also became U.S. citizens 
under terms of the Treaty of Annexation.  With Annexation all Hawaii 
nationals became U.S. nationals. There are no more Hawaii nationals 
today, despite the wishes of the diehard deadenders professing loyalty 
to the Hawaiian kingdom.

The clear purpose of this resolution is to begin a process of 
undermining the State of Hawaii, empowering a small group of 
agitators who call the U.S. a colonial oppressor and call Hawaii a "fake 
state."  Any member of the legislature who votes in favor of this 
resolution is violating the oath they took to "support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of 
Hawaii."  Indeed, anyone who signed as introducer or cosponsor of this 
resolution has already violated that oath, and should not be allowed to 
escape opprobrium by saying they are merely complying with the wish 
of a constituent or offering this piece of treason merely as a topic 
worthy of debate. 

SCR189/SR159 Page  �  of �8 8 Conklin Sen HWN 03/17/20



 
P.O. BOX 23055 • HONOLULU, HAWAII 

 
MARCH 17, 2020 
HEARING  
SENATE HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT (WITH AMENDMENTS)  
OF HCR 189 / SR 159 
 
URGING THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN CONVENTION TO CONVENE A WORKING GROUP TO DEVELOP 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND STRATEGIES TO CREATE HAWAIIAN NATIONALITY AS A PROTECTED 
CLASS FOR PURPOSES OF HAWAII'S ANTIDISCRIMINATION LAWS. 
 
Aloha Chair Senator Shimabukuro; Vice Chair Kai Kahele and members of the Hawaiian Affairs 
Committee: 
 
Mahalo for having this hearing on HCR 189 / SR 159 
 
The Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals has introduced similar resolutions since 2013. We greatly 
appreciate the Senate’s consideration of this very important measure to address the issue of 
discrimination against Hawaiian nationals.  
 
The Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals has three amendments to recommend.  
 
First of all, we are not asking for the State of Hawaii to “create” a new nationality, which it has 
no power of capacity to do. Hawaiian nationality is inherent. It already exists and has existed 
since the founding of the Hawaiian Kingdom by Kamehameha the Great in 1810 when he 
completed the unification of all the Hawaiian Islands. Next month, April, marks the 210th 
Anniversary of that historic accomplishment.  
 
In 1843, the status of our nation was formalized under Westphalian sovereignty when the 
Hawaiian Kingdom was recognized as a sovereign nation-state. That status was reinforced by 
the numerous treaties of Friendship, Commerce and Navigation the Hawaiian Kingdom made 
with sovereign states throughout the 19th Century. The Hawaiian Kingdom had diplomatic 
representation — embassies and consulates — in 137 cities around the world. The Hawaiian 
Kingdom was a pioneer in the concept of a constitutional monarchy. The Kingdom was fully 
engaged in international discourse and acted decisively on the issues of outlawing slavery, 
declaring neutrality, facilitating immigration, partnering in the Universal Postal Union, that was 
the precursor to the League of Nations, that was the precursor to the United Nations, and so 
forth. Hawaii had a national education system that produced the highest literacy rate in the 
world. Iolani Palace had indoor toilets and electricity years before the White House.  



 
 
In other words, the Hawaiian Kingdom was a modern, progressive country fully respected as a 
sovereign state by all the major powers of the world… even the United States. 
 
Thus, our first recommendation is to amend the title of the two resolutions by striking the word 
“CREATE” and replacing it with “RECOGNIZE”. Thus, that portion of the title would read: …  
TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS AND STRATEGIES TO CREATE RECOGNIZE HAWAIIAN 
NATIONALITY AS A PROTECTED CLASS… 
 
Secondly,  
We, the subjects (or nationals) of that sovereign Hawaiian Kingdom are asking the state to stop 
the ongoing, discriminatory abuse of Hawaiian nationals and enter into a mutual agreement 
through which Hawaiian nationals can live in peace and security in these Hawaiian Islands, our 
home country.  
 
Therefore, Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals recommends HCR 189 be amended by inserting 
between the current paragraphs 7 and 8, the following paragraph: 
 

WHEREAS, in compliance to Federal and State laws prohibiting discrimination on the 
basis of national origin, Hawaiian nationals should not be excluded from or denied services 
that are otherwise provided to persons of other nationalities by the State of Hawaii and the 
counties within the State of Hawaii; and …  

 
 
Thirdly,  
To be consistent with the amended title, Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals recommends the 9th 
paragraph be amended as follows:  

… the Native Hawaiian Convention is urged to convene a working group to develop 
recommendations and strategies to create recognize and include Hawaiian nationality as a 
protected class…   

 
The Coalition of Hawaiian Nationals supports in principle HCR 189 / SR 159 and should the 
committee amend HCR 189 as we recommend, the Coalition will fully support these resolutions  
 
Mahalo nui loa, 
Leon Siu, 
Hawaiian National 
 
 
• Attached is resolution HCR 189 with the amendments incorporated. 
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THE SENATE 
THIRTIETH LEGISLATURE, 2020 
STATE OF HAWAII 

S.C.R. NO. 189 

 
 

 

SENATE CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION 

URGING THE NATIVE HAWAIIAN CONVENTION TO CONVENE A WORKING GROUP TO 
DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS AND STRATEGIES TO RECOGNIZE HAWAIIAN 
NATIONALITY AS A PROTECTED CLASS FOR PURPOSES OF HAWAII'S ANTI- 
DISCRIMINATION LAWS. 

 
 

WHEREAS, Hawaii law prohibits discrimination against a person 
based solely on national origin, ancestry, race, color, religion, 
disability, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, or age; and 
 

WHEREAS, discrimination is carried out against many indigenous 
people who are recognized as Native Hawaiians under chapter 10H, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes, and declare themselves to be members of the Hawaiian 
nation or "Hawaiian nationals"; and 
 

WHEREAS, discrimination is carried out against many other people 
who, although they are not Native Hawaiian, reside in Hawaii and share 
the legal, historical, and philosophical foundation as Native 
Hawaiians, and who declare themselves to be members of the Hawaiian 
nation or "Hawaiian nationals"; and 
 

WHEREAS, an individual's declaration of the individual's own 
nationality stems from one's sense of loyalty or allegiance, which 
comes from the soul and may be a consequence of one's education, sense 
of familiarity, attachment to principles, sense of honor and integrity, 
genealogy and history, acculturation to a place, sense of belonging to 
a community or society, and understanding of applicable laws of the 
land; and 
 

WHEREAS, the history of Hawaii's relationship with the United 
States of America (U.S.) is one marked by U.S. aggression, collusion, 
government overthrow, cession, and annexation as a territory before 
Hawaii became a U.S. state; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Hawaiian nation was an inclusive society welcoming 
people of all nations, colors, and religions as equal before the law; 
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and 
 

WHEREAS, Hawaiian nationals should not have to face barriers to 
full participation in private and public affairs in Hawaii; and 
 

WHEREAS, in compliance to Federal and State laws prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of national origin, Hawaiian nationals 
should not be excluded from or denied services provided by the State 
of Hawaii and the counties within the State of Hawaii that are 
otherwise provided to persons of other nationalities; and 
 

WHEREAS, to truly reflect representation of all people of Hawaii, 
Hawaiian nationals should be allowed to fully participate, to the 
maximum extent possible in addressing issues regarding education, 
employment, housing and public accommodations, lending, law enforcement 
and police conduct, voting rights, jury service, military service, 
health care, public safety, and licensing; now, therefore, 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate of the Thirtieth Legislature of the 
State of Hawaii, Regular Session of 2020, the House of Representatives 
concurring, that the Native Hawaiian Convention is urged to convene a 
working group to develop recommendations and strategies to recognize 
and include Hawaiian nationality as a protected class for purposes of 
Hawaii's anti-discrimination laws; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that areas of discrimination against 
Hawaiian nationals to be examined by the working group should include, 
without limitations, education, employment, housing and public 
accommodations, lending, law enforcement and police conduct, voting 
rights, jury service, military service, health care, public safety, 
public service, and licensing; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the working group consider the 
proposed definition of "Hawaiian nationals" to mean an individual who 
declares themself to be such, and who meets any one or more of the 
following categories: 
 

(1) All Native Hawaiians as defined by a direct lineal ancestry who resided in the Hawaiian Islands 
prior to the year 1778; 

 
 
 

(2) Descendants of subjects or citizens of the Hawaiian Kingdom prior to July 4, 1894; or 
 
 
 

(3) All persons born in Hawaii, and other individuals who have been a resident of Hawaii for a 
continuous period of five years immediately prior to declaring oneself a Hawaiian national; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the working group's membership consist 

of nine members, to include: 
 

(1) One individual representing the Native Hawaiian Convention to oversee the working group to serve 
as chairperson of the working group; 

 
 

(2) One individual representing the Office of Hawaiian Affairs; 
 
 

(3) One individual representing the Department of the Attorney General; 
 
 

(4) One individual representing the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands; 
 
 

(5) One individual representing the University of Hawaii at Manoa William S. Richardson School of 
Law; and 

 
 

(6) Four individuals of declared Hawaiian nationalities who have been active in the promotion of the 
rights of Hawaiian nationals, nominated by organizations who identify themselves as Hawaiian entities 
and who are to be selected by the Native Hawaiian Convention and the Governor or its designee; provided 
that together they represent a broad range of viewpoints and perspectives; and 

 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the members of the working group shall 
receive no compensation for their services, but may be reimbursed for 
incidental expenses, including travel costs, necessary for the 
performance of their duties; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the working group with the 
administrative assistance of the Native Hawaiian Convention is 
requested to submit a report of its findings and recommendations, 
including any proposed legislation, to the Legislature no later than 
twenty days prior to the convening of each Regular Session beginning in 
2021, and for three years thereafter; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Concurrent 
Resolution be transmitted to the Native Hawaiian Convention, 
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 
Attorney General, Chairperson of the Hawaiian Homes Commission, and 
President of the University of Hawaii System. 
 
 
 

OFFERED BY:    
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Rynette Keen Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha: 

 
As a Native Hawaiian, I am in STRONG SUPPORT of this Resolution before you today. 
It is shameful that the Native-born peoples of these islands have been subjected to 
discrimination in education, employment, housing, and access to their lands. Although 
late in coming, I urge you to do what is right and pass this Resolution. I also know full 
well that Resolutions under the United States of America Laws are of no consequence 
to Native-born Hawaiians, as we are a Sovereign People, as was the Resolution by the 
United States of America claiming Annexation of the Hawaiian Islands. This Resolution 
is before you today because of the recent letter from the International Courts and under 
International Law, the United States Government, of which you are a part of, has 
oppressed and discriminated against the Native peoples of Hawaii since the unlawful 
overthrow of our Beloved Queen Lili'i'o'kalani since 1893.  

Although I would have like to have seen a law put in place to protect Native Hawaiians, 
our language, our culture, our lands, and our waters, I will admit that this is a start. I 
sincerely urge you to do what is right and pass the proposed resolution SCR189 today. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration of this critical issue. 

Rynette K. Keen 

Native Hawaiian 

Resident of Maui 
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kenneth kudo Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hawaiian nationality isn't in need of protection.  Its a wasteful bill focused on needless 
protection of only one race in Hawaii.  ABOLISH RACISM. 
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Kenneth Wagner Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

My Testimony Opposing Measures: SCR 189 / SR 159 

There are already state laws prohibiting discrimination so a resolution protecting Native 
Hawaiians or those who consider themselves Hawaiian nations is unnecessary. 

The only barriers to full participation in public and private would the Hawaiian Nation or 
Hawaiian nations need to be a “protected class” or be protected by any Hawaii Statue if 
they do not consider themselves Americans. 

Where is your data proving Native Hawaiians are suffering from discrimination? Claims 
of illegal acts are just hearsay unless supported by evidence. 

Kenneth Wagner 
Honolulu 
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Leimomi Khan Individual Comments No 

 
 
Comments:  

Inclined to support, except for two concerns: 1) There are no appropriations attached to 
the measure to enable the work; 2) It is not clear who the “Native Hawaiian Convention” 
is. Which body is it? 

1. The Native Hawaiian Convention (Aha Hawai`i O`iwi) that was a publicly elected 
body by Native Hawaiians from throughout Hawaii and the world in the mid 
1990’s, sponsored by the Hawaii Legislature and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 
to make recommendations to the Hawaiian constituents of a Native Hawaiian 
form of governance. 

2. The Native Hawaiian Convention that is hosted by the Council for Native 
Hawaiian Advancement. 

3. Native Hawaiian 'aha Native Hawaiian ‘aha that gathered in 2016 to develop a 
constitution for self-determination that will now be presented to Native Hawaiians 
for ratification. 

4. The Association of Hawaiian Civic Club’s annual convention 
5. Other???? 
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